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What is Green Infrastructure?
(The Conservation Fund, 2006)

ÅInterconnected network of natural areas 

and open spaces that:

ïConserves natural ecosystem functions

ïSustains clean air and water

ïProvides other benefits to people and wildlife

ÅThe ecological framework for 

environmental, social, and economic 

health



Chicago Wilderness Green Infrastructure 

Vision: a Biodiversity-based Definition

Å Interconnected network of land and water that 

supports biodiversity and provides habitat for diverse 

communities of native flora and fauna at a regional 

scale.

Å Includes large complexes of remnant woodlands, 

savannas, prairies, wetlands, lakes, stream corridors 

and related natural communities.

ÅMay also include areas adjacent to and connecting

these remnant natural communities that provide both 

buffers and opportunities for restoration.
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